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UNCLAS THE HAGUE 3849 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAIR NL US 

SUBJECT: PRESS COMMENTS ON STRANDED PAN AM PASSENGERS 

REF: THE HAGUE 3673 

PAN AM'S LOW FARE SERVICE AMSTERDAM BOSTON HAS BEEN WIDELY 
REPORTED IN THE PRESS. ALL DUTCH NEWSPAPERS FOLLOWED THE 
DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY AND DEVOTED THEIR FRONT PAGES TO THE MATTER 
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK JULY 3-8, PARTLY FOR LACK OF OTHER NEWS 
DUE TO THE HOLIDAY SEASON. INITIAL PRESS COMMENTS 
GENERALLY STRESSED NEGATIVE ASPECTS ALONG LINES PREVIOUSLY 
COVERED (THE HAGUE 3673). THERE WERE ALSO MORE 

SOPHISTICATED COMMENTS THAT UNDERLINED PAN AM PIONEERING ROLE IN 
OPENING UP THE MARKET FOR TRAVELMINDED DUTCH IN SEARCH OF 
NO FRILLS CHEAP AIR TRANSPORT. DE FOLKSKRANT (JULY 8) 

COMMENTED THAT THERE 

ARE ADVANTAGES TO MORE FREEDOM IN THE AIR. MORE PEOPLE 
CAN MAKE USE OF AIR TRANSPORT AND CAN CHOOSE FROM A GREATER 
VARIETY OF PRICES AND SERVICE, AT THE COST OF CHARGER 
COMPANIES AND TOUR OPERATORS. THE GREATER AIR FREEDOM 
CLEARLY IS IN AN EXPERIMENTAL STATE. PAN AM 

DEBACLE ONLY MEANS THAT THE RULES OF THE GAME, WITHOUT WHICH 
FREEDOM TURNS INTO CHAOS, ARE NOT YET CLEAR. BUT IT DOESNOT 
MEAN THE EXPERIMENT HAS FAILED, ACCORDING TO DE VOLKSKRANT. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 THE HA 03849 141835Z 

THE LEFT WING WEEKLY VRIJ NEDERLAND (JULY 13) CALLED DOWN A 
PLAGUE ON ALL HOUSES. IT COMMENTED THAT LOW FARE SERVICE 
REMAINS AVAILABLE ONLY FOR THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE TIME AND 
ARE NOT TIED TO A JOB OR STRICT BOSS. PERHAPS THE MOST 
DISPARAGING COVERAGE FROM PAN AM POINT OF 

VIEW WAS THAT CONTAINED IN DUTCH TV FILMS AND COMMENTS EARLIER 
THIS WEEK ON THE USE OF A DUTCH MARTINAIR CHARTER PLANE TO 
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RETURN SOME 120 DUTCH PASSENGERS STRANDED IN BOSTON. 
BROWN 
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